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Charges Seeenet British subjects abducted by Irgun 
avai uni in Jerusalem. 

Refers Jerusalem telegram No. 241 of 8th. July. (B9165/ 
1260/31). 

ir. Sheringham has seen Dr.Joseph and the Haganah 
Military Commander of Southern Jerusalem, and was 
told that the Irgun had ‘serious charges of espion- 
age’ against the arrested men, Jewish authoritées 
were negotiating for the men to be handed over to 
them, and had received assurances that the prisoners 
would not be maltreated, If they were handed over to 
ee te cae would be informed and would be given 
| babel ew #8 safeguard their interests. Re cee to 
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POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 


Jerusalem telegram No.242 to Foreign Office 
8th July. 


Paragraph 3 line 14 for (grps uniec]) read:- 


"Such an approach, which would have no 
political motive and would indeed be distasteful, 
would hardly be ot to enhance the prestize 
of more oe Jewish authorities. Doctor 
Joseph professed to be unmoved by this and 
said Consulate would doubtless do whatever 
it thought most useful in the circumstances. 

The Haganah Officer however told oe 
that he nearly fell off his chair when he 
vere it suggested that British night approach 


4, Belgian Consul ceneral was in ‘Yel aviv 
[grps omitted]? 

i by Communications Department: 
A further repetition of omitted groups is being 
obtained }. 
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[This telegram is of varticul-r secrecy aad. , 
retained by the authorised recipient ard not passed 2nj. 
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Actin.: britich Consul Gexerrle 


N00242 De 649 pom. Oth July, lod 
6th July, 1948 Re SeS° Dewe Eth July, 194 


Keneated to United : ingtom Delegation ew York, 
Ceiro, ihodes, lisiia end «asningtone 


Linh 2 - ay bch 
sea as : 


Addres-edto soreisn Office tetezroa 2-2-2 of July 
oth, repeated ior information United iingdoa velege tion 


Tew York, Cairc, khodes, iigafa and washington. 






..y telegrana Noey 
Abducted british subjects. 


Sheringhsa saw Doctor. Bernard Josenh and tiazanah 
..ilitary Co. .ander of southern Jerusalem this wornin=. He 
was told thet I.5.i. said that it had “serious charges of 
espionage" against the arrested aen out thet neither 
Hsgensh nor Jewish :.gency had seen the evidevce. Jewish 
authorities were negotisting to secure handing over to the: 
of whe aen and hed received assurances tist they would not 
be asltreated. A Similar assurance wes given to the 
chairman of the Truce Coumissiin. Ii they were handed 
to Hegenah this Consulste wo.ld be inforued imuediately 
and conld rect assured that any cnerges would be feirly 
and properly investigated. If they were helc by 
Yeganah Consulate would be ziven proper facilities to 
safeguard the'’r interests. Doctor Joseph denied all 
knowled e of the whereabouts of the arrested men end was 
unable to confirm the inioraation given in the following 
peregreph.e ie a ded thet if he wes any judge of chsracter, 
which he thousht he was, he would ve very surprised if 
there wes snything in the cherges against Bryant (Brysnt 
hes uanaged to keep on good teris with beth couaunities 
Lut hes asny Jewish iriends snd is «now. «7 8 woderste 
syapsthiser witn Jewish asnirstions). 


2. sheringhaw wes gives the following inrorus tion 
by wo briticn journalists. it is generslly pelieved 
jh wagjli but txo of the arreried ien woild son be relecse®. 
2» git is thought there is so.ething in the charges against 
“She two to be kept, Hiewkins cnd Sylvester, verticulerly 
“eo. i view of suicide in tel Aviv oi a certein iiejor 
~ glibisnscy who wee an officicl of Jeruselea slectric 
ane 
jornor’ vion and 


¥ 


Jerus:lem telegraa 0.24. io i... 
a Q« 


jSor.or:tion end a senior Ha ‘nahn ofsicer and hed veen 
charged with espionsze and offered tue choice ol execution 
or Suicide. « certsin rs. Geiger, @ Jaleéstinian wh. is 
& friend ol Brysnt, enc @ Briticth ex arwy and Jolice 
Lificer ne .ec Harrison Were also arreste:. oy de 6... vUt 
soon relesSed. it is rumoured thet Hewkins and -ylvesicr 
gave been reaoved to territory of "staie of Isrrel". 
poctor Jvseph ssid he hovred tnis wes true since they 
would be saier there. he also said he nad gone to :el 
Aviv yesterdsy to infora onerto.. iulliy “i tne incide t 
and thet the Provisional Goern.ent would orobably discuss 
it et their uaeeting this afterno-n; they aicht as a 
esult of their weeting be able to do souethinz ( presusurbly 
throush right wing aembers of the Governuent). «ne journe- 
list seid he knew thet the ar-estec sen had been kent, 
at least st first, in a house next to the Szechoslova:: 
Consulate but would not agree to thi> imform:ti-n being 
pessed on to Doctor Joseph. 

5. sheringham stressed the serious view which THi- 
w&jesty's Governient took of the incidext and the bad 
effect it wes likely to have on Angio Jewish relrtions st 
a tise when many were hoping the past aight soon be for- 
gotten. <stste of chaos whici it revealed in Jeruc;l and 
the inability of the Jewicth authorities even to secure 
respect tor the flavs of the security Council ‘sruce 
Coagission was hardly likely to do the Jews any <o0d et 
Lele Success. He added th t with peresacunt considers tic: 
of securing the sefety of british subjects in iin¢ this 
Jonsulete wight have to consider a direct a-awosch to the 
IeZeLe, even to .enahin Beizin hiaseli ii necessary, if 
it becewe apparent thet Jewish Agency and Haganeh were 
unable to secure the release of the arvested iene ([Gps. 
undec.] this sorning. Sheringhem called instead on the 
Agericsn who ws unable to add to wht has been said above. 
pelgiuu Consul Genersl telephoned this afternosn, to s-y 
né hed raised the incident with the authorities in vel aviv 
and thet the Truce Comuission wes ueeting at i800 hours 
Ge.er. tO prepare iis report on it to the security Council. 
oheringhea thenked him in ay nage ior his efiorts on behalf 
of ihe arrested en. 


Foreign Ofrice pass Iauedi-te to Tew York, .ashincion, 
Heits end «hofes as uy tele-rans Nose 5°, 17,27 snd & 


[Repeated to New York, washington, Hoeifs ene xh des]. 


iN te by Jonmaunic: tions vepartuent: xeretition o1 
undecyohersvle yrouos veing obteinedd. 
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